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Ride a thon results Deer in the Park

Paul Mee was the top supporter
for the Friend®s group fundraiser.
Tom Thompson won the grill raff3e.
A total of $3000 was raised.

Story on page 2 size of the herd.

Story page 3

Although they are seldom
seen white tail deer live on the
Talbot Islands. Read about a
recent survey to determine the

Summer 2009

And the winner is........

Addie picks raf3e
winner at the

Ride a thon
fundraiser

Disastrous Present; Promising Future
by Mike Simmons, Environmental Specialist

The 2009 shorebird nesting
season for the Talbot Islands
State Parks was one of
unexpected delight, endurance,

insurmountable disturbance, and

hope for the future. This yearOs
shorebird nesting season began
back in mid-January when

preparation began. Most of our

shorebirds donOt arrive until late
April to early May. One particular !
shorebird, the WilsonOs plover,

was expected to be on the scene
around the end of March. The park

received approximately 250 new signs for the
closed bird areas in mid-February.  Over the
following couple of weeks, volunteers, Jim and
Marilyn Obermiller, worked very hard to put all
signs on posts. Soon after, approximately 68
acres of beach was cordoned off. Then the fun
really beganE

WilsonOs plovers arrived on scene, however,
nested about 2 weeks later than expected. On
April 20™, it was time to place black skimmer and
least tern decoys out on our beaches. Decoys are
used for certain colonial nesters for the purpose of
trying to attract them into protected areas of our
choosing.  While completing this step another
,delightful moment occurred when an American
1

Oystercatcher nest (3 eggs) was
found.
More excitement grew! During the
brst week of May, Talbot Islands
State Parks saw the arrival and
subsequent early nesting behavior
from not only the usual suspects,
black skimmers and least terns,
but, unexpectedly, gull-billed terns
as well. By the third week of May,
we were looking at, at least, 11
WilsonOs plover nests, 21 black
skimmer nests, 10 gull-billed tern
nests, and approximately 110-120
least terns (between 2 colonies) courting and
beginning to set up shop, if you will.
Unfortunately, tragedy struck a few days earlier.
While on a routine patrol, | found the American
Oystercatcher nest abandoned after 25 days of
incubation.

The week leading up to Memorial Day Weekend
was one of danger and havoc brought on by a
large low pressure weather system. Strong gusty
winds, heavy amounts of rain, combined with
rough and surging water constantly bombarded
and Rooded our shorebirds and their nesting areas
for about 5 days. Days passed and all nesting
activity and shorebirds appeared to be gone!

! ! ! ! (contOd page 3)
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Ride a thon Results
by Kelly Robinson, CSO President

Well, our number of riders was less than expected
this year, but with the help of our loyal riders and
supporters, we managed to raise about $3,000,
with some funds still trickling in." Our brst place
fundraiser was Paul Mee, and our second place
fundraiser was Michael Dougherty, two R.A.T.
veterans." Thanks to all who donated, participated
and lent a hand."” We would like to also thank our
sponsors, who donated some really fantastic gifts."
Please give them your business as often as you
can.

~~ Amelia Island Plantation

~~ Baxter's Restaurant

~~ Elizabeth Pointe Lodge

~~ |sland Flower and Garden

~ Publix

~~ Ritz Carlton Amelia Island

~~ Sandollar Restaurant

“~~ St. Johns Golf and Country Club
Special thanks to Executive Chef Richard Grove
again for the great food!

Congratulations Tom Thompson and family for
winning the raff3e (ticket drawn by our Secretary's
little daughter" Miss Addie Pavlinsky)." May you

enjoy many burgers and wienies on your'new gas
grill!

Thanks to all the donors who made the fundraiser
a success.

Paul Mee Nina & Lovick Suddath
Patt Corbin Rick Keffer DCJ, Inc.
Martha Wright Pound Puppies, Inc
J.D. McKinnie Frances Burgess

Mary Ruark Tom & Donna McKeel
Larry Miller John & Barbara Roberts
Cathy Jenkins Debbie Coarsey

Phoebe Milliken

Talbot Whitetails

Kara Brooker, Park Ranger

The whitetail deer is one of the most recognizable
and popular animals in North America. The
whitetail deer range includes the United States

(except Nevada, Utah, and California), Canada,
Mexico, and into South America. The deerOs coat
is a reddish-brown in the spring and a grey-brown

in the fall. It is easily recognized by the white
underside of the tail which is used as an alarm
signal.

The white-tailed deer is a ruminant, which means it

Tom Thompson and son coopehas a four-chambered stomach. Each chamber has
Winner of the rafRe for a gas grilla Specibc function that allows it to quickly eat a

Kelly thanks Paul Mee for
being the top fundraiser

variety of different food and digesting it at a later

time in a safe area of cover. Whitetail deer eat
large varieties of food, commonly eating legumes

and foraging on other plants, including shoots,

leaves, cactus, grasses, acorns, fruit, and corn.

Their special stomach allows them to eat some

things that humans cannot, such as red sumac and

mushrooms that are poisonous to humans. The

white-tailed deer lives in wooded areas. Some

natural predators of the white-tailed deer include

bobcats, wolves, coyotes, and mountain lions.

! ! ! ! (contOd page 3)



Whitetails (cont®d from pg.2)

The habitat at Little Talbot Island State Park is
right for whitetail deer and occasional sightings
have been documented. As a result of these
sightings the question was asked, OHow many
deer live on Little Talbot Island?0O A pellet group
(scat) count experiment was set up to determine
the number of deer on Little Talbot Island.
Several experimental quadrant areas were set up,
cleaned out and left for two months. The
experimental areas were selected due to known,
nearby food sources for whitetail deer.  After two
months, the experimental areas were checked
and an average pellet group count was attained
and put into an equation that is used to give an
average number of deer in an area. The average
number of deer on Little Talbot Island was
determined to be 6.5 deer. The approximate
1,892 acres on Little Talbot is a healthy amount of
habitat for the average number of whitetail
determined to be on the island given the presence
of a natural predator, the bobcat.
taking into account the movement of deer
between Little Talbot Island, Big Talbot, and Fort
George Island.
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Wisastrous Pr\eientﬁontf)ﬁrom pg.1)

Then, just before all hope was gone, least terns
showed up once more on Amelia Island and
began to colonize the

4 south point of
—~ Amelia. The south
R point (about 17
. W acres) was quickly
— ‘| closed off to protect
e —— N this colony. A few
) & days later, 5 WilsonOs
B ,\Q v plover chicks were

£ Y- - e AN

-~ .. . seen towards the
= north end of Amelia
e : “* Island State ParkOs
WilsonOs Plover & chick
by Sandra Baker Hinton
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beach. Through all the adversity the shorebirdOs
commitment showed through.

With the added protection, the least tern colony
continued to grow and the WilsonOs plover chicks
had plenty of space to roam without their parents
being alarmed or disturbed. Unfortunately, on
June 11™, the least tern colony was completely

— — abandoned. Extensive

s, o . N .

> _N :: disturbance from

M e B Pt (20T o
o « """ pobcat, and ghost crab)

=« were, simply, too much

w « for these determined
 — I
\, «  Dbirds.

&, . ;_) The 2009 shorebird
) nesting season at the

albot Island State Park System should teach us

|

This is also \4/ all a great deal about nature and ourselves. This

past year, the human equation was not a

%signibcant factor for this yearOs shorebirds to deal

with. It is easy to see the importance for all of us
to respect shorebirds as natural pressures and
circumstances are more than enough to spoil a
nesting season. This year we provided 85 acres
of protected habitat for shorebirds. Although only
5 WilsonOs plover chicks Redged this year, the
future of nesting shorebirds on the Talbot Islands
State Parks beaches looks promising. This year
we saw more shore bird Tk
species attempting to
nest. Although we saw
their limits, it was easy
to see the endurance
of these shorebirds and
their will to nest. As
we strive to balance
resource protection
with providing safe
recreation for our
visitors, there is much the 2009 shorebird nesting
season has taught us. From these lessons, a
promising future awaits!

Visitor Service Providers in the Talbot Islands State Parks
Amelia Occasions at the Ribault Club - complete Kelly Seahorse Ranch - one hour beach trail rides leave at
function facilities for weddings and meetings, 904-251-1050 10, noon, 2 & 4, 904-491-5166, www.KellyRanchinc.com
www.AmeliaOccasions.com Kayak Amelia at Long Island Outfitters - guided kayak &
Ecomotion Tours - moming & afternoon Segway bike eco-tours, kayak & canoe rentals, cold drinks and earth

eco-tours departing from the Ribault Club & Little Talbot . . e .
Island, Wed thru Sun, 904-251-9477 www.Ecomotiontours.com friendly gifts. 904-251-0016 www.KayakAmelia.com



Please Consider becoming a Friend of the Talbot Islands State Parks

Our future efforts to help the Talbot Islands State Parks depend on the support of individuals, families and companies like
you. With budgets shrinking, State Parks need even more help from the local community. If you are a member, thank you for
your involvement and pass this on to a friend. If you are not, please consider joining today. For more information contact
Kelly at 904-491-5166 or friends@talbotisland.com.

There are several membership levels: Friend - $30

~~Quarterly newsletter

~12 free day use park passes
~~Annual luncheon
~Holiday Party

Name

Board Members

Kelly Robinson, President
Jim Kelly, Vice President Address
Midge Seigler, Treasurer

Supporter - $75
~All above plus

Elizabeth Pavlinsky, Secretary ~ City, State, Zip ~10% discount on special events

Contributing - $150
~All above plus

Jody Hetchka ~~Two for One tour with Kayak Amelia or
Kelly Seahorse Ranch
Nate Rezeau

Maren Arnett Email

Phone .
Barbara Roberts Sustaining - $300
Kate Seigler ~ Supporter level benefits plus
g Member Level ~~Trip for two with Kelly Seahorse Ranch

Hallie Stevens or Kayak Amelia

Corporate Sponsor - $300
~~Corporate Sponsor listing in newsletter
~~Supporter level benefits
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Jacksonville, FL }, Check out www.Talbotlslands.com
32226 ' to keep up to date with Ranger led Fernandina Beach,
Florida

tours and activities in the park
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