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OysterCatcher

 5th Annual Ride a thon

Kelly’s Seahorse Ranch

 Well, once again we're rounding up cowboys and 
cowgirls (or  virtually anyone)  who would like to help  raise 
funds for Friends of Talbot Islands.  
This year's  event will be held on 
Mother's Day, Sunday, May 11 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.   Last year 
we raised  approximately $6,500 
and we hope to break that record 
this year.   We need your 
participation as a rider and/or 
fundraiser.   You don't even need 
riding experience, just a love for 
the parks and a little time to 
gather sponsorship funds.    And if 
you don't want to ride a horse, 
you can sponsor a son, daughter 
or friend to ride.   If you would like 
to get involved, please contact 
Kelly or Jim at the ranch at 
904-491-5166, and we'll send you 
a fundraiser packet.   The contest 
is  gathering the most funds for 
their time in the saddle.  Each rider 
should attempt to col lec t a 
minimum of $500. but is not mandatory.  

 Great prizes have been  donated each year by  the 
Amelia Island Plantation, Ritz Carlton, Elizabeth Pointe 
Lodge, Kayak Amelia, Baxters Restaurant, and Ecomotion 
Tours just to name a few.  WE NEED YOU, and the parks need 
US!   The event is open to the public and refreshments and 
light snacks will be served.  Come and join the fun and help 
our parks.   And don't forget,  the horseback ride is on the 

beach!  It's a blast!

March is 

Archeology Month
 Join the Talbot Islands as 
we take look back in time with our 
archeology lecture series at the 
Ribault Club.  Through the Month 
of March we will be hosting guest 
speakers to talk about different 
t o p i c s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e 
archeology of Northeast Florida 
and the Talbot Islands.  This will be 
a great opportunity to learn about 
the significance of the area and 
the people who came before, so 
join us for these intriguing 
lectures. See schedule at top of 

this page.

Citizen Support Organization for Amelia - Big Talbot - Ft. George Islands, Yellow Bluff Fort and Pumpkin Hill Preserve State Parks

Mark your Calendars

Paddle with a Ranger - Sunday March 2
Jax Parks Get Out There  - March 30
Spring Break Camp - March 31- April 4
Easter Egg Hunt - April 22
Wild Amelia Nature Festival May 16-18

Welcome new President
Kelly Robinson takes over 
as President - Friends of 
Talbot Islands State Parks
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This could be your view on May 11th!

Archaeology Lectures Schedule

March 1-Archaic Remains in Northeast Florida: Constructing 
Pottery and Landscapes - Vicki Rolland
March 15-Archeology vs. History: Who’s Right in the Case of 
the Timucua - Keith Ashley
March 29-Looking for Fort Caroline: An Archeological Case 
of Multiple Personality Syndrome - Robert Thinen
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Fire As A Tool
 Throughout history wildfires, usually started by lightning, have 
regularly burned across the state. With time, the flora and fauna in 
Florida adapted to the frequent fires and unique ecosystems evolved 
across the state. However, in recent decades the natural systems have 
been segmented by roads and development turning the rejuvenating 
wildfires into a potentially devastating threat. But, without fire, fuels 
such as dead trees and leaf litter build-up and increase the potential for 
future wildfires which are unmanageable. 
 Fire also maintains the unique characteristics of various Florida 

habitats including scrubby flatwoods 
and sandhil l . Without fire, the 
structure of these habitats would 
change and become unsuitable for 
many of the inhabitants including the 
Florida scrub jay, the gopher tortoise, 
and the pocket gopher.  Therefore, fire 
is often prescribed by land managers, 
including those of Talbot Islands State 
Parks, to reduce fuel loads and 
maintain the quality of the habitat.  
When fire is prescribed for an area, a 
group of trained individuals plan a 
controlled burn that will mimic a 

natural fire but is restricted to several acres.  
 Controlled burns can be conducted year round depending on 
the weather and the desired outcome, however, at Talbot Islands State 
Parks, most controlled burns are conducted in the winter and spring.  To 
learn more about prescribed fire and controlled burns join a ranger for 
our “Fire: Friend or Foe” program given quarterly.

Discover Nature with a Ranger Spring Break Camp

All the Small Things
March 31st thru April 4th

1 pm to 3 pm daily

  Join Ranger Michelle and her friends to discover all of the small 
things around us. This daily camp will explore the world of microbiology 
through exciting activities and crafts. This camp is for children ages 
6-12, parents are required to stay with children. Call the Ranger Station 
to reserve your spot at (904) 251-2320.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T


 Well, it was a pleasant surprise, and a 
great honor, to have been elected as your new 
president.  I would like to humbly thank the 
entire Board for their consideration.  This 
position is one to be taken very seriously in 
that CSOs are so very important in helping 
our Florida parks survive.  I would like to 
thank my predecessor, Jody Hetchka, for her 
commitment and hard work during her term.  I 
think you will all agree she has done a great job 
as our past president, and continues to do 
a wonderful job with the Oystercatcher.  I will 
certainly be looking to her for advice and 
support during my term. 

 
 I, with V.P. Jim Kelly and the 
assistance of the rest of the board 
members, will of course continue with our 
annual ride-a-thon fundraisers each year.  
This year will be our 5th Annual.  For such a 
small event, this ride-a-thon has contributed 
greatly to our efforts in raising funds.  We 
would like to see this event get bigger and even 
more fun each year, with even more people 
attending and more funds raised.  We can do 
it, but we will need more help.  Please read the 
article appearing later in the newsletter to 
learn how you can be a part of the fun.

 
 The Florida Parks and the 
preservation of sacred land and native culture 
is where my passions lie, and I will do what I 
can as your president to help our parks.    I am 
excited about the projects we have 
forthcoming in the upcoming year, and 
ongoing projects such as uncovering the shell 
ring on Big Talbot Island.  I am truly proud, as 
you should be, to be a part of uncovering such 
heritage.

Kelly Robinson

Kelly Seahorse Ranch - one hour beach trail rides 
leave at 10, noon, 2 & 4, 904-491-5166, 
www.KellyRanchInc.com
Nassau Sound Bait & Tackle - rental & sale of fishing 
equipment, bait, sandwiches and cold drinks, 904-277-9772
Kayak Amelia at Long Island Outfitters - guided kayak/
eco-tours, kayak & canoe rentals, cold drinks and earth 
friendly gifts. 904-251-0016 www.KayakAmelia.com

Amelia Occasions at the Ribault Club - complete
function facilities for weddings and meetings, 904-251-1050
www.AmeliaOccasions.com
Ecomotion Tours - morning & afternoon Segway
eco-tours departing from the Ribault Club & Little Talbot
Island, Wed thru Sun, 904-251-9477 Ecomotiontours.com

Visitor Service Providers in the Talbot Islands State Parks
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Fort George Inlet’s Variety of  Birds:  
A Birding Paradise

by Kara Brooker, Park Ranger
 A variety of birds call the southern tip of Little 
Talbot Island home.  The Fort George Inlet is a less frequently 
visited part of the Talbot Island Parks that offers a variety of 

niches within a small area.  This 
allows visitors the opportunity 
to view a great diversity of 
birds.  The retention ponds, 
with their abundant food 
supply, attract species such as 
hooded merganser, great 
egrets, great blue herons, and 

white ibis.  The currents in the 
Fort George River also help to form sandbars that provide a 
resting place for a variety of gulls and terns.  Osprey can also 
be seen resting in one of the many pine trees that line the 
road to the Fort George Inlet parking lot.  Any of these birds 
are a delight to see.  The changing of the season is sure to 
bring even more of an assortment of birds to the Fort 
George Inlet.   

1st Annual Easter Egg Hunt
 Friends of Talbot Islands State Parks will be hosting 
the first annual Easter egg hunt on Saturday, March 22nd at 
10:30. Children ages 3 to10, are invited to fill their baskets 
with colorful plastic eggs hidden on the Ribault Club lawn at 
Fort George Island State Park. Collected eggs can be 
redeemed for an Easter bag full of goodies. There is a $5.00 
donation per participating child and every child will receive 
a prize. Space is limited, so please call the Ranger Station to 
reserve a spot, (904) 251-2320.

Wild Amelia Nature Festival
 Learn about the wild areas of northeast Florida from 
Ft. Clinch to Ft. George Island, May 16-18.  Explore by foot, 
Segway, golf cart and kayak, the varied habitats that make 
this area so special. The Talbot Friends group  will again 
sponsor the “Kids Niche” - a place where kids and parents 
can learn about the environment through hands-on 
activities. On Friday this year Little Talbot Island State Park 
will host a day of nature programs for elementary school 
groups from Nassau and Duval counties. There will also be a 
series of lectures before the festival. Learn more about the 
life of the Gopher Tortoise on Wednesday March 19 and on 
April 16 there will be a presentation on Sea Turtles. For 
i n fo r m a t i o n a n d re g i s t r a t i o n fo r m s c h e c k o u t 
www.WildAmelia.com.

Explore the Timucuan 
Jax Parks Get Out There is a city wide three day event 
highlighting its parks and recreational opportunities.  The 
event which is March 28th, 29th, & 30th will offer visitor 
opportunities from war reenactments to bike rides to a kid’s 
campus which take place all over the city.  On March 30th The 
Talbot Islands, along with the National Park Service and The 
Nature Conservancy, again are offer the popular ecological 
program for this event.   Boat tours and interpretive ranger 
programs are just part of the day’s activities.   This year we 
are also offering interactive kayak demonstrations by Kayak 
Amelia and Segway demonstrations by Ecomotion Tours.  
These demos will offer visitors a chance to experience the 
many recreational opportunities this area provides.  The 
focus of the event is the boat tours.  They offer a great way 
to explore the real Northeast Florida as the interpretive 
guide highlights the Fort George River and island, Machaba 
Balu Preserve, Kingsley Plantation and the Talbot Islands 
State Parks.  All activities are free and offered on a first-come, 

first-served basis.  
Ranger Programs

Birding at Kingsley Plantation and Ft George Island - 8 a.m.
This pre-event guided walk will begin at Kingsley Plantation 
and continue to approximately 11 a.m.   Ages 10 and up; 
reservations are required. Call (904) 251-3537.
 Fly Fishing on the First Coast - Hourly program 
This hourly fishing seminars, at Kingsley Plantation, will 
cover topics such as basic fly casting, saltwater fly fishing 
gear setup and places to fly fish.   Workshops are free for all 
visitors.
 Fort George Island Archeology - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Learn about the island’s history and recent archeological 
work.   University of Florida archeologist will be at the 
ground of the Ribault Club to provide interpretation of the 
islands history and artifacts.
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Animal Tracks
 Join a ranger on the grounds of the Ribault Club and learn 
about animal tracks and how to identify what animal made 
them.  This is a great program for kinds and offers them a 
chance to make their own tracks.

Boat Tour Schedule
11:30 a.m. – Tickets available for Tour #1 at Ribault Club
12:30p.m– Boat Departs from Kingsley Plantation for Tour #1
12:30 p.m. – Tickets available for Tour #2 at Ribault Club
1:30 p.m. – Boat Departs from Kingsley Plantation for Tour #2
1:30 a.m. – Tickets available for Tour #3 at Ribault Club
2:30 p.m. – Boat Departs from Kingsley Plantation for Tour #2
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Our future efforts to help the Talbot Islands State Parks depend on the support of individuals, families and companies like 
you. With budgets shrinking, State Parks need even more help from the local community. If you are a member, thank you for 
your involvement and pass this on to a friend. If you are not, please consider joining today. For more information contact 
Kelly at 904-491-5166 or friends@talbotisland.com.

 There are several membership levels:

Please Consider becoming a Friend of the Talbot Islands State Parks

Board Members
Kelly Robinson, President
Jim Kelly, Vice President
Midge Seigler, Treasurer
Elizabeth Pavlinsky, Secretary

Maren Arnett
Jody Hetchka
Barbara Roberts

Kate Seigler
Hallie Stevens

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________

Email ________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Member Level _________________________________

Friend - $30
Quarterly newsletter
12 free day use park passes
Annual luncheon
Holiday Party

Supporter - $75
All above plus
10% discount on special events

Contributing - $150
All above plus
Two for One tour with Kayak Amelia or 

Kelly Seahorse Ranch

Sustaining - $300
 Supporter level benefits plus
Trip for two with Kelly Seahorse Ranch 

or Kayak Amelia

Corporate Sponsor - $300
Corporate Sponsor listing in newsletter
Supporter level benefits


