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   On a cool morning in early May, a small turtle, no 
more than 6 to 8 inches  long, surfaces  in the Nassau 
Sound just of the coast of Sawpit Island.  A quick and 
agile creature in the water, only her head breaks the 
waterÕs surface as  she rests and assesses  her location 
for her charge onto the beach.  Ever so cautious, she 
begins  here approach, weary of any potential threats 
as her nimbleness disappears once on land.  This is 
the moment, with no predators in sight, she scurries  up 
on to the shore, carrying precious 
cargo.  She heads up the beach 
looking for just the right spot, where 
she digs about 2 or 3 inches down into 
the sand and deposits 5 to 8 eggs.  
Exhausted, she covers up the next 
generation and, slowly, makes  her way 
back to the water.  Her job is done.
   Diamondback terrapins, Malaclemys 
terrapin , are, t ru ly, remarkable 
creatures, being the only North 
American turtle speciÞcally adapted for 
life in ÒbrackishÓ water.  These turtles have several 
adaptations  to cope with such an environment.  The 
Þrst adaptation is  physiological, where the lachrymal 
gland (the gland that produces tears) has adapted to 
secrete salt which aides in balancing out salt levels.  A 
second adaptation, behavioral, is the recognition of 
salt gradients.  For example, like all species, 
diamondback terrapins need a source of freshwater for 
hydration and drinking.  These turtles can detect 
freshwater from saltwater.  A prime example of this  is 
after a rainstorm.  Shortly after a rainstorm, 
diamondback terrapins swim to the surface where it 
begins  to drink.  Freshwater from rain pools at the 
surface of brackish and salt water where it slowly 
diffuses  into the saltier water.  This  is a signiÞcant 
source of drinking water for these reptiles.  
   There are 7 sub-species of diamondback terrapin, in 
which, 5 species are represented in Florida.  TalbotÕs 
diamondback terrapin is the Carolina Diamondback 
Terrapin, Malaclemys terrapin centrata.  Diamondback 
terrapins are a success  story that might turn out to 
have a tragic ending.  These turtles  were almost driven 
to extinction in the early 1900Õs because they were 

considered a delicacy.  Fortunately, at the last moment 
these turtles  were, remarkably, saved by Prohibition 
and the Great Depression.  Sherry was used to bring 
out the preferred ßavor, but was against the law during 
the time, thus, negating the Òterrapin delicacy.Ó  Due to 
the extremely low numbers  of terrapins, due to years of 
heavy harvesting, combined with the risk of using 
illegal sherry to prepare terrapins for eating, the price 

of this  delicacy sky rocketed which most 
people, simply, could not afford during 
the Great Depression.  Needless to say, 
diamondback terrapin numbers have 
risen and they are no longer a ÒlistedÓ 
species.  However, due to their speciÞc 
needs for nesting sites, coastal 
development, coastal armoring, and 
reduction of salt marshes, these turtles 
are in a state of decline in Florida.  
Another big factor is  the crab industry.  
Terrapins  are carnivores and they are 

attracted to the same bait the crabs are.  
Unfortunately, these terrapins need air to breathe and 
thus drown in the crab traps, with many being females 
carrying eggs.  The plight of these turtles is  signiÞcant, 
as it takes a female diamondback terrapin 7 years  to 
reach reproductive maturity.
   Here at Talbot, partnering with UNF, we are 
monitoring the diamondback terrapin population and 
nesting activities  of diamondback terrapin on Sawpit 
Island.  Sawpit Island provides  the perfect habitat for 
nesting terrapins  as the bulk of the island is  salt marsh, 
which provides signiÞcant protection from predators 
while providing an abundant source of food, as a main 
feature of the terrapin diet is the marsh periwinkle and 
Þddler crabs.  This  past year, we have documented just 
under 300 nests  on Sawpit.  We are currently 
monitoring predation by raccoon, crows, grackles, Þre 
ants, and ghost crabs.  Over the past 15 years, 
approximately 600 diamondback terrapins have been 
marked and measurements have been recorded.
   Again, partnering with the University of North Florida, 
we are doing all we can to monitor, protect, and ensure 
the next generation of diamondback terrapins, TalbotÕs 
ÒotherÓ beach nesting turtle!

Diamondback Terrapin:  TalbotÕs ÒOtherÓ Beach Nesting Turtle
by Mike Simmons, Environmental Specialist
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! Did you know that you can receive half off 
admission at Little Talbot by becoming a member 
of Friends of Talbot?  One of the beneÞts of 
becoming a Friend is that you receive 12 park 
passes that allow you free entry to any of the 
Talbot Islands State Parks.  These park passes are 
valued at $60, but membership only costs $30!  
Join Friends today and claim your 12 park passes!

Half Off Park Admission

! Ecomotion Tours, a Visitor Service 
Provider at the Talbot Islands that offers guided 
Segway tours on Fort George Island and Little 
Talbot Island State Parks has recently volunteered 
to offer a two-for-one tour for contributing 
members, and a tour-for-two for sustaining 
members.  Consider joining Friends and enjoying 
this wonderful beneÞt while supporting our 
beautiful State Parks!

New BeneÞt to Friends Membership

! The Friends will be holding an Annual 
Meeting Sunday, November 1, 2009 at the Ribault 
Club on Fort Geroge Island Cultural State Park.  
The ofÞcial meeting and lunch will begin at Noon, 
followed by a presentation by Keith Ashley at 2pm.  
All members are welcome to the meeting, and 
bring a friend to the presentation that is always 
fascinating!

Friends Annual Meeting

   On Sunday, October 25, from Noon-4pm, Friends will be holding the Þrst annual Fort George Fall 
Festival.  The Ribault Club will be packed with Autumn fun for children and adults alike!  You can begin 
your afternoon adventure by trying out your Halloween costume, and anyone who arrives dressed up will 
receive a goody bag Þlled with toys and treats.  
   Next, you can venture out on a hay ride and experience the island in a way that has never been offered 
before!  Always wanted to try a kayak or a Segway, but didnÕt want to commit to a complete tour?  Now is 
your chance!  Segway and kayak demonstrations will be offered for a nominal donation to Friends.  
Meanwhile, more fun will be happening inside!  A Game Room, Spook Room, and Scavenger Hunt will be 
open for play.  Tickets for the carnival-style games will be sold for 50¢ each, and includes prizes for 
winners.  
   For the adults, a silent auction is sure to hold your attention with great items up for bid.  Just when you 
think the excitement is too much to handle, you can take a break and have a snack on the peaceful 
Ribault Club grounds.  We hope to see you there, and please visit www.talbotislands.com for more 
details.

Fort George Fall Festival

" Join us at the Ribault Club on Fort George 
Island on Sunday, November 1, 2009, at 2pm to 
hear Keith Ashley speak about his most recent 
archaeological research.  This past summer the 
University of North Florida (UNF) conducted 
archaeological testing at two sites within the 
Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve.  UNF 
identiÞed the probable location of the indigenous 
Mocama village and mission visita of Vera Cruz 
(ca. 1587-1630) and continued excavations at the 
relocated Mocama mission of Santa Cruz y San 
Buenaventura de Guadalquini (ca. 1684-1696).   
Though both are situated at the southern end of 
Black Hammock Island, the two sites are 
separated in both t ime and space. This 
presentation provides background information on 
these two settlements based on documentary and 
cartographic records and discusses the results of 
UNFÕs summer Þeld school.  

Vera Cruz and Santa Cruz:
A Tale of Two Mocama Villages

You can't beat these deals while supporting your favorite Friends!# These 
items will be up for bid starting at 1/3 retail value during the Fall Festival at 
the Ribault Club on Sunday, October 25, from Noon to 3pm.#

Silent Auction Time!

!melia  Island Planta"on , Amelia Island Inn , 4-Day, 3-Night  Sta#

$lizabe% Poin& Lodge, One night Sunset Room, Wine Hour, and Fu'  Breakfas(

)sland Flower &  Garden, $50!Gift Cer"*ca&

+ando'ar  Restaurant &  Marina , $25 Gift Cer"*ca&

,e'y  Seahorse Ranch, Horseback Tou-

$como"on Tours, Segway Tou-

,ayak  Amelia, Kayak Tou-

.reinds  of Talbot Islands, Friends Membershi/

.riends  of Talbot Islands, 12 Park Passe0

+hadow a Ranger for a Da#
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Amelia Occasions at the Ribault Club  - complete 
function facilities for weddings and meetings, 904-251-1050   
www.AmeliaOccasions.com

Ecomotion Tours  - morning & afternoon Segway
eco-tours departing from the Ribault Club & Little Talbot
Island, Wed thru Sun, 904-251-9477 www.Ecomotiontours.com

Visitor Service Providers in the Talbot Islands State Parks
Kelly Seahorse Ranch  - one hour beach trail rides leave at 

10, noon, 2 & 4, 904-491-5166, www.KellyRanchInc.com

Kayak Amelia  at Long Island OutÞtters  - guided kayak & 

bike eco-tours, kayak & canoe rentals, cold drinks and earth 

friendly gifts. 904-251-0016 www.KayakAmelia.com

! Come out to Betz-Tiger Point Preserve on Oct. 24, and enjoy free, fun activities as we celebrate 
the 10-year anniversary of Preservation Project Jacksonville. For complete schedule check out 
www.jaxparks.com. Registration is required for some events.
! Test your knowledge of parks, nature and the cultural history of Northeast Florida while paddling 
the calm waters of Pumpkin Hill Creek during our Kayak Quest.  Learn about signiÞcant natural and 
cultural resources in and around the park during interpretive walks and talks led by environmental 
educators.  During the celebration, JaxParks will recognize the winners of the PPJ 10-Year Anniversary 
Photography Contest, and hold a Ground Breaking Ceremony for the development of recreational 
amenities including boardwalks, marsh overlooks, restrooms, picnic facilities and trails.

Preservation Project Jax 10 yr. Anniversary Celebration

Kayak Quest : Test your knowledge by answering 
questions about parks, nature and the cultural history 
of Northeast Florida while paddling the calm waters of 
Pumpkin Hill Creek.  All kayaks for this event, provided 
by sponsors Kayak Amelia and Kayak Adventures, will 
be available Þrst come, Þrst served for activity 
participants.  The activity is free, but registration is 
required to reserve your participation in the Kayak 
Quest.  Prizes will be awarded to those answering all 
of the questions correctly.
Walk and Talks
Talbot Critters:  Join a Florida Park Service ranger to 
learn about the many common species that inhabit the 
undeveloped natural communities of Northeast 
Florida.  All programs last approximately 30 minutes.

Anniversary Amble : Join a park naturalist for a 
leisurely stroll along Betz-Tiger Point Preserve 
pathways while exploring FloridaÕs ßora and fauna. 
Wear closed-toe shoes, dress for the weather, and 
bring insect repellant and water.  All programs last 
approximately 45 minutes.
Life on the Marsh-Native American Occupation of 
the Betz-Tiger Point Preserve
Join University of North Florida Professor Keith Ashley, 
PhD as he describes life in Northeast Florida prior to 
European colonization.  
Betz- Tiger Point Preserve ground breaking  will be 
at 11:30 a.m. and followed by the announcement of 
the PPJ 10-Year Anniversary Photography Contest 
winners.

" Winter is slowly coming to 
the Talbot Island State Parks.  The 
winds are starting to come out of 
the NE more often; bringing with it 
some much appreciated cooler 
air.  With this changing of the 
seasons, the Talbot Islands will 
soon be visited by some familiar 
residents.  The Talbot Islands are 
part of the ÒGreat Florida Birding 
TrailÓ that starts at Fort Clinch 
State Park and extends 240 miles 
south to Vero Beach, FL.  The 
habitat at the Talbot Island State 
Parks includes beach dunes and coastal strands 
that are ideal for resting migratory shorebirds.  The 
park also consists of live oak dominated forests 

that are home to a number of 
different species of perching 
birds.  Some of the winter 
migratory shorebirds include the 
ring-billed gull, herring gull, black-
backed gull, and the northern 
gannet.  The live oak dominated 
forests attract other winter 
migrants such as the American 
goldÞnch, yellow-rumped warbler, 
cedar waxwing, and the American 
robin.  Some of these birds travel 
from as far away as Canada, New 

England, and the Great Lakes region 
to winter on FloridaÕs shores.  The best times to 
enjoy these winter visitors to the parks are early in 
the morning and the cool of the evening.

Changing Seasons Bring New Visitors
by Kara Brooker, Park Ranger
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Our future e!orts to help the Talbot Islands State Parks depend on the support of individuals, families and companies like 
you. With budgets shrinking, State Parks need even more help from the local community. If you are a member, thank you for 
your involvement and pass this on to a friend. If you are not, please consider joining today. For more information contact 
Kelly at 904-491-5166 or friends@talbotisland.com.

 There are several membership levels:

Please Consider becoming a Friend of the Talbot Islands State Parks

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________

Email ________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Member Level _________________________________

Friend - $30
Quarterly newsletter
12 free day use park passes
Annual luncheon
Holiday Party

Supporter - $75
All above plus
10% discount on special events

Contributing - $150
All above plus
2 for 1 tour with Ecomotion Tours, 

Kayak Amelia or Kelly Seahorse Ranch

Sustaining - $300
 Supporter level bene!ts plus
Trip for two with Ecomotion Tours, 

Kelly Seahorse Ranch or Kayak Amelia

Corporate Sponsor - $300
Corporate Sponsor listing in newsletter
Supporter level bene!ts

Board Members

Kelly Robinson, President

Jim Kelly, Vice President

Midge Seigler, Treasurer

Elizabeth Pavlinsky, Secretary

Maren Arnett

Jody Hetchka

Nate Rezeau

Barbara Roberts

Kate Seigler

Hallie Stevens

Check out www.TalbotIslands.com  
to keep up to date with Ranger led 
tours and activities in the park


